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A CARD. 

Wo &o 
ATTORNEY AT LAW. | 

WHO practice* in the Federal Court*, will 

give hi* prompt attention to any cases of 

bankruptcy that may be committed to his manage- 
ment. 

Winchester, Va., February 24, 1842—if 

Wm. C. Hakcr, 
AWPoasna'S’ aw mw, 

HAVING permanently located in Charlestown, ^ 
will practice in the Superior and Inferior 

Courts of Jefferson, Berkeley, Frederick and 
Clarke. * 

Collection of claim* promptly attended to. 

Office one door south-east of T. C. Signfoose’s 
store. 

December 9, 1841—-tf 
_*_t 

Wo : 
ATTORNEY AT LAW. 

BATH, MORGAN COUNTY, VA., 

WILL practice in the several Courts of Mor- 
gan, Frederick, end Berkeley. Business 

entrusted to bis care will be punctually attended to. 

May 13. 1841. —if_ ! 

A CARD. 
' 

FJN HE undersigned, having returned from a tour 
■ through the Western and Southern cities, 

would infoim his old customer* and the public, that 
be intends carrying on the HOUSE JOINER and 
CARPENTER' BUSINESS, in all its various , 
branches, in the latest and mo** fashionable man- 

ner. Builder* and others can be furnished with 
^ 

plan* and draw ings, at the shortest not ice, with or 

without bill* of Lumber. He can be found at all 
time*, at his old residence, at the west end of * 

Borke Street, where he hopes to receive a share of * 

public patronage. « 

WM. GREGORY. 
November 25, 184!.—tf £ 

^COPARTNERSHIP. 
f 

rflllE undersigned have this day formed a part- ^ 
■ ner*hto fur conducting the Mercantile Busi- 

t 
ness, under the firm of J. VV. Sl B. R. Boyd. 

JOHN W. BOYD, 
January 3, 1812. BENJ. R. BOYD. 

JOHN W. BCYD tenders to his old customers, 

his thank* for their liberal support, and respectfully c 

• *ks a continuance to the New Firm- The change 
in lha business *ill require a settlement of all ar- 

counts. Those having open accounts will please 
rail and settle them—either by cash or note—with 
as little delay a* possible. p 

January 6. 1842. 

“COACH MAKING. i 
C-'o-Fartnersliip. 

ri"1HE .ubacrihera, having aaaociated themarlvra * 

■ in the nbove named business for B term of 

yam, in Churlestnwn, Va., at lbe old stand of t 

Well* J. Haw ks, fake this opportunity to inform H 

their friends arid the public generally, that they s 

will be happy to receive orders for c 

ilcto ZZ'ov& or lupatrlnfl. 
They intend keeping conaiamly on hand a va- 

^ 

ii.iv of VF.H1CI.KS. which they pledge them- 
y 

•rive, .hall he made in the beat manner, and war- 

ranted to stand. 

Coaches, Family Carriages, Buggies, 
Sulkeys, Barouches, 

can be had by application at their C iacli Factory, 
hi ehort notice. Tlioae wiahing to puichaae, will f 
do well to give thia eatabliahmelll a call, aa no 

paina ahull ha apared to give entire aatiafaction, and 

the public may real aaaured that pinrhaaea can be 

made on aa accommodating term, »■ elarwbete. 
HAWKS & ROSS. 

Charleatown, Jan. 27, 1842. ^ 

CARD. f 

THE subscriber, grateful for the lil*eral patron- » 

»ge he has received from the citizens of Jefletson f 

and the adj lining Counties, tenders to tiiem hi* • 

sincere thanks, and hopes, by the above assocta 

lion, to merit n continuance of patronage. All 
those having claim* against me, will plense present 
them for settlement, and those who know them- 
selves indebted to me, will see the propriety of | 

closine their accounts as soon «* possible 5 W. J. HAWKS. 

January 07,1840. I I 

W00DBIRV FOR SALE. |‘ 
■JF'INH about to remove to the llniveraiiy. 1 ! 
IJ offer my reaidence, called _r 
VVOODIIFRY, with 370 acre, of f rr». 
I.ASD, for aale. Ita aituation and PSE3Eiin 
improvement* are so well known 
in this part of the country, that it 
is unnecessary to describe it, particularly, as an) 

purchaser will probably visit it. 
The term* of payment will he very ea-y and ac 

commodating. 
H S. G. TUCKER. 

August ID, 1841—tf 

TO RENT. 
I WILL rent, for the ensuing year, my b LOt R- 

ING MILLS, at dam *No. 5, in the county of 

Berkeley. It is deemed unnecessary to give a de- 

scription of this Property, further than to say it is 
in complete order, lias every necessary building f«*r 

carrying on a large business, and is well situated 
for business. There are four run of Burrs and a 

Kiln fur drying Corn. Possession will be given on 

the 1st of July. 
I have for sale, a large quantity of PLANK of 

almost all qualities and descriptions ; a large sup- 
ply of Fencing Plank and Poplar, which 1 will sell 
ou the best terms. 

EDWARD COLSTON. 
May 13. 1841.—tf 

CASTINGS. 
JUST RECEIVED, a large supply of Kettles, 

Pots, Ovens, Spiders, Skillets, Griddles and 
extra Lids, with un assortment of wagon boxes, by 

WILSON Sl DOLL. I 
April 8. 

Servants’ Clothing. 

HEAVY 6 4 and 3-4 Fulled Linary. 3-4 and 
4-4 plaid and atriprd Linary for Saivani,' 

Cloiliiag judi received and for aale low by 
J. VAN DOREN, Jr. 

O-tnber 7, 1841'. 

CLf) VKliSE El). 

26 RUSFIFI.S of Superior Clover Seed, foi 

February 3, 1842. W! LSON & DOLL- 

j Fresh Teas and Groceries. 

umsass i/auoiLisaMisr 

HAS just received n fresh supply of TEAS & 
GROCERIES, which will be fold cheapfor 

rash, fluty, amongst which are 

Gunpowder. Imperial, young |.r,.s 
hyson and black 

Loaf, lump, crubed and brown SEGARS 
N w <lr leans and Sugar.S<ni«r M< >L ASSES, 
('.•fe*'. Chncolale and R<jkrr'sC<M!«n. 
GEJWVSB WMJYFS JT LiqiOHH, 
M .dena Wines from l loG dolls, per gallon. 
Sherry, Pore, Mock, Sweet, Claret, and Cham- 

pagne wines of delicious quality, in bottles, or by 
tl:«* larger quantity. 

C .giinc Brandy from $2 to $5 per gallon; do- 
mestic old Peach and Apple Brandy; Holland Gin 
(directimporiation;) Jamaica Spirits; New Orleans 
and other Rum; genuine Scotch, Irish, old Monon* 
gahela and other Whiskies. 

Tennent's superior Scotch Ale; 
rnuxT. 

Lemons, Oranges, Raisins and Cranberries. 
Fine Chewing Tobacco. 

Snuff-, 1‘rineipe, Rrjfalm and mh-r CIGARS, 
with a general assortment of goods usually kept by 
grocers. December 23, 1841. 

*>V«* Fall A* Winter 
GOODS. 

THE subscriber takes pleasure in informinghis 
friends, customers and the public genet ally, 

that he is now in receipt of his Fall and Winter 
supplivsof Merchandise, consisting of every vari- 
ety of 

BRITISH, FRENCH <$• AMERICAN 

IDIB ff (BdDCDIDSJ 
And Groceries, 

Selected with grealcare, and tin reasonable terms, 
from the latest arrivals, which he will sell on the 
most pleasing terms. 

THOMAS C. SMITH. 
October 7,1841. 

NEW GOODS. 
TH E subscriber, having just returned from Bal- 

timore, is new receiving and opening a large 
and genera] assortment of 

FALL AND WINTER GOODS, 
which will be sold low to suit the times. His stock 
will be found to consist of a general assortment, 
such as 

udim: 
GROCERIES. HARDWARE, GLASS, 

China and Queens tVare, Jfc. 
Persons in want of bargains, will do well to call be- 
fore making their purchases, as he is determined 
to sell cheap for cash, or to punctual customers on 

a short credit. 
JACOB VAN DOREN, Jr. 

November 18, 1841. 

RO-AII kinds of country produce taken in ex- 

change for GOODS. J. V. D. Jr. 

A SECOND SUPPLY OF 
Winter Goods. 

11HE subscriber is receiving a second supply of 
FALL & WINTER GOODS, which, in ad- 

dition to his former stock, make* his assortment 

romplsts—comprising almost every article called 
For, such as 

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, 
HARDWARE, QUEENSWARE AND 

f»lassware, 
together with a large quantity of Antietam Nails 
md Iron. He has also a lew excellent ten plate 
STOVES, No 1—all of which he will sell low for 

iu*h, or to punctual customers on a short credit. 
He respectfully invites the attention of his cus- 

tomers and the public generally to his new stock 
»t Goods, which has been put chased very low, and 
which he will sell very cheap. 

P. BR01DR1CK. 
Honey Wood Mills, Va Dec. 30. 1841. 

f B1HE undersigned has just received and finished 
B opening his supply of 

FALL & WINTER 
GOODS, 

Among which may be found every article of utility 
and comfort necessary to supply the wants of his 

friends generally. He would therefore respectfully 
invite all who may feel disposed to patronize him, 
to call and examine his stock of Goods, which he 
is determined to tell cheap. 

JOSEPH BURNS. 
October 14, 1841. 

STOCK OF GOODS 
cF T .1 

IT 11 E undersigned, Trusteos of V\m. Long and 
Wm S. Long, offer at private sale, a great 

bargain, in a 

STOCK Or GOODS* 
at ti e Mill Creek Store,at Bunker’s Hill. Ttcon- 
*t«ts ».f the greatest variety, and is the most com- 

|d*-t« «-nrtment for the country trade, of any es- 

lu "i im .it in ihiii valley ; and can he bought on 

•it -i -idvQitt ,gt,niia terms— as to price and time of 
piixm- i. If demred. the stock will be equally di- 
vided Persons wishing to puirhase, can see the 
good* 'n the care of Mr. John IV Stewail, and for 
the '••rtns, cun apply to us. pm tonally or by letter, 
in Martirivhurg. 1 h* store house run also he had 
hy the purchaser. if desired : and it is admitted to 

lie tlie best stand in the county. 
YN e also offer a 7 KJtCT OF lymt 

.ear Martinsbuig. adjoining the hinds of Chiistom 
I aider, William Gorrell and other*, containing 4b 
acres—a large portion of which is in Tin her. 

AUo, a HOUSE Sl LOT, on Burke Street, in 
Martinsburr, nsar the Rail Road Depot. 

D H CONRAD, 
D. BURKHART 

September 9, 1841.—tf 

CARPETING % RUGS. 

JVAN DOREN has just received, in addttior 
• to his former stock, a few handsome pierei 

of super and common Ingrain C*r|>etings, will 

Rugs to match, which will he sold »ery low. Per 
*ons in want of the above Goods will please cal 
before making their purchases, as he is selling 
Carpets and Rugs at reduced prices. 

November 18. 

Cavendish tobacco —a fresh supply o 

a fine quality ; also, suporiot Segars and Snuff 
for sale hy 

November 18. W DORSEY. 

Window glass.—8 x 10. iox 12, 12 > 
10, 14 X 18, aud 15 X 19, just received am 

j for sale, by TV. DORSEV. 
November 18. 

I*ea*c’s 
Celebrated. Clarified Essence of 

HOREHOVND CANDY. 

B|8QR Cold*, Cough*, llo*r«ene»i, Whoopin 
» Cough, A*ihmn, with uec«,»»rj direction.,fu 
«»l« hy W. DOUSEV. 

April IS, 1811. 

SE&ifcSFnsysiwifcaib mBnusismBT odD^rswra’s ^niEns-nsyniio 

THURSDAY MORNING, MARCH 31, 1842. 

From tkt Botton Timet. 

CONFESSION OF A PIRATE. 
It i* probably that most ol our readers 

can cull to mind the fate of Mrs. Alston, 
the wife of the governor of South Caro- 
lina, and daughter of the famous Aaron 
Burr. This lady was an only child, 
beautiful, virtuous and accomplished.— 
With what deep und unquenchable nflec- 
tion Burr regarded her, many ol Ins let- 
leis beur irrefragable proof. It is in fa- 
miliar letters that the heart speaks out. 
Burr was an ambitious man—ambitious 
of power and greedy of a notoriety, no 

mutter how ohluined. He was a man of 

gallantry, it is true, hut his heart was not 

engaged in any of his illicit amours, and 
those who knew him best, and were not 
blind to his faults and crimes, believed 
that he loved his wife and child with a 

fervor that many a husband and father of 
austere morality never felt. It was 

on a voyage to New York to see her 
father, whom she douted on, that Mrs. 
Alston perished. The vessel was sup- 
posed to have foundered at sea, and such 
all imagined to have been her fate. But 
murder will out, and suspicions of foul 
play began to awaken. A sailor died in 
Muine, according to an uccouni published 
in one of the papers, confessing on his 
death-bed, that he was one of a crew of 
pirates who boarded the vessel and put all 
hands to death. Burr discredited this ac. 

count, ns he did one of a similar confes- 
sion, made by a sailor in Mobile. The 
Crescent City says : —11 We have now to 
add another confession, made under simi- 
lar circumstances, which leaves no doubt 
in our mind, as to the fate of the fair be- 
ing in question. A gentleman from Tex- 
as—an old and valued friend, and one 

whose veracity is unimpeachable—in- 
forms us that and old sailor recently died 
at Matagorda, who made a full confes- 
sion of a number of piracies in which he 
had been engaged, and stated that he was 

one of the crew of the vessel which had 
sailed from Charleston, with Mrs. Alston 
on board. When three days out, a con- 

sultation was held, und it was determin- 
ed that the passengers should be robbed 
and murdered. The work of death com- 

menced, and all were killed, Mrs. Alston 

being the last victim who was made to 
walk the plank. Her image, he said, 
was always before him, and he could not 
die without confessing the horrid deed.— 
The closing scene of his life was horri- 
ble in the extreme—he raved with mad- 
ness, exolniming, “ There!—there she is 
now !—I see her standing before me ! — 

away—away !” 
Many witnesses were present who can 

bear testimony to the confession, and we 

think there can no longer exist any doubt 
on a subject which wns so long veiled in 
mystery.” 

Cormpondence of /he Arte York American. 
Kio Janeiro, January, 1842. 

We have hod a visit from the Kmpe- 
rer. Besides the Delaware,” he visited 
the French Admiral on board the frigate 
" Gloire,” the senior English captain on 
board the frigate “Andromache,” and 
the Portuguese sloop of war “Don John 
the 1st.” He was received with salutes 
of 21 guns from all the ships of war and 
forts in the harbor. The Delaware and 
French Admiral’s frigate wi re dressed 
with flags, and all the ships had their 
yards manned. The Delaware whs the 
last ship that he visited, and he remained 
a much longer time on board of her than 
he did on board of any other. 

A handsome collation was spread out 
on hoard for his little Majesty and his two 
sisters, who accompanied him. On leav- 
ing the ship after the salute was fired, 
the Emperor directed three cheers to be 
given from his barge, and his suit called 
out Vive L’America.” This was a 

compliment not extended to any other 
of the vessels he visited. 

While on board the Delaware, the Em- 
peror asked to see the crew manage the 
the guns, as in action, and then asked 
that the salute which was to be given 
him might be fired while he was on board. 
This was done, but the usual salute on 

leaving was given him besides. 
We will sail in the morning for Mon- 

tevideo, and ns it is understood we are to 
manaiuvre the squadron on our way down, 
we shall, no doubt, be severnl duys lon- 
ger than usual on our passage. 

The Drummer Hoy ok Lunuy’s Line. 
— Major Gen. Winfield Scott, while on 

the frontier during the late border diffi- 
culties, nt a complimentary dinner given 
him, by the citizens of Cleveland, related 
the following characteristic anecdote that 
occurred during the battle of Lundy’s 
Lane in the last war : In the very midst 
of the battle his attention was arrested by 
observing nt a little distance where a 

whole company of rifF-men hud just been 
cut down by the terrible fire of the enemy, 
th rep drummer boys quarrelling for a sin- 
gle drum, ull that was left to them. Soon 
the strongest ones went to fistcufTs,” 
while the third quietly folded his arms, 
awaiting the issue of tho contest. At 
that moment n cannon ball struck the 
boys, and killed them both. With one 

bound the little fellow caught the drum 
from between them and with a shout of 
triumph, and a loud " tattoo,” dashed 
forward to the thickest of the fight.”— 
Said the General, 1 so admired the lit- 
tle soldier that I rode after him and en- 

quired his name, which was-, and 
directed him to find meat the close of the 
battle, but 1 never saw him afterwards.” 
At this moment, Mr. -, one of the 
most respcctnble merchants in Cleveland 
arose, and with a smile and bow, inform- 
ed the company, thBt lie was the Drum- 
mer Boy ol Lundy’s Lane.” 

From tki Sorjolk Brocon. 

j commercial relations of the UNIT- 
ED STATES. 

The commerce of the United States 
already reaches every considerable for- 
eign country with which intercourse is 
valuable, and from its character and ex- 

tent at this time, it seems to be perfectly 
clear, that when we look to our probable 
increase in population and production, 
that this intercourse must be greatly in- 

creased in time to come. The mercan. 

tile profession not only sharpens the intel- 
lect but it also tenches the value and im- 
portance of prudence and forsighl—caus 
es men to enquire what effects will be 
produced by certain causes, and makes 
it their interest to inform themselves of 
the great relations ol the different parts 
of the world to each other. 

The elder Adams, who, however her- 
etical and arbitrary may have been his 
political opinions, was, without doubt, a 

patriot, in contemplating, with a states- 
man’s sagacity, the future grand-ur und 
commercial greatness of his coutry, when 

writing to Commodore Truxton said, 
“the counsel which I have always given 
and shall continue to give my country- 
men, is that as great questions of com- 

merce between nations and empires must 

be decided by a military marine, and war 

or peace are determined by sen, all rea- 

sonable encouragement should be given 
to a Navy—the Trident ol Neptune is the 
sceptre ol the world.” 

The total amount of the c imrnece and 
navigation of the United States for the 
year ending on the 30ih of September, 
1840, according to the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, was ih exports 
8132,085,940, in imports 8107,141,519, 
and of the latter 892,802,352 were import 
ed in American vessels, and 814,339,107 
in loreign vessels. The American ship, 
ping entered during same period amounted 
to 1,576,946 tons; cleared from American 
ports 1,647,609 ; foreign shipping enter- 

ed 712,363 ; cleared 706,486 ; register- 
ed tonnage 899,764 ; enrolled and licens- 
ed 1,176,094 ; fishing vessels 104,304, 
making 2,180,704 of registered and en- | 
rolled tonnage and that employed in the i 
whale fishery. 

Our commercirl relations are most inti- j 
mate and extensive with Great Britain j 
and ita colonies. Next in importance is j 
our commerce with France, while our in- 
tercourse with Spain, Portugal and the 
Island of Cuba is very considerable. 
Mexico, the Spanish and French West 
Indies, the East Indies, Spanish South j 
American colonies, Centrul America, I 

Buenos A vres, Chili, Peru, tho Brazils 
and Colombia affords us a trade of no in 
considerable importance. 

With Holland, Germany and the North 
of Europe we carry on n valuable com- 

merce, they taking our tobacco, cotton, 
rice, and whale oil, in return for which 
we take their woolen, linen und iron man- 

ufactures. From the Baltimore Saturday Visiter. 

David H. Strother, the artist.— 

The reader will find in another column, 
part of a letter from abroad. We are 

indebted to it, to the Martinsburg (Vn.) 
Gazette. That paper has been publish- 
ing a series of them—by which our 

attention was attracted particularly, in 
the very commencement. They are 

from an artist, as the caption will denote. 
That artist is David H. Strother ol the 
the above named pluce. Me gave early 
promise of ur. unusual talent in that line. 
Some of his first portraits are equal to 

hundreds painted by long experienced 
pencils. About two years since he de- 

parted for Italy, for the purpose that in- 
vites so many artists thither. We ex- 

pect him to return so proficient in hiaurt, 
as to become an honor to his family and 

country. lie was our school.fellow. 
Hence we feel free and secure, in speak- 
ing of him as our feelings direct. 

What struck us as peculiarly prophetic 
of his future career, was the “turn” he 
hud in early boyhood, for sketching ob- 

jects of nature and art. It was little mat- 

ter to him if his slate and his copy-book 
were tho only materials he posessed. 
Many have been the punishments we have 
seen him writhe under for the luxury of 

taking the portraits of school-fellows, in- 
stead of “doing sums.” But Nature had 

placed her stamp upon him and issued 
her edict, and forbade successful prosecu- 
tion of any thing but painting—or rather 
pev.ci/ing, as it was literally. There cun 

be little succ.ss in compulsive and dis- 
taste lul duties Though he acquired on 

account of this propensity, the reputation 
of an “idle boy,” we have no fear ns to 

his establishing the very different reputa- 
tion of n good artist. In the way of land- 
scape-painting we think he promises to 

excel the majority of American Artists. 
It is this class, too, which we need. We 
want men who can tuke the likeness of n 

hill, or valley as well ns that of a pretty 
girl, or an ugly man, whom it is easy, 
and tempting in a view of a good Tee, to 

represent as a “handsome fellow.” We 
hope, therefore, that Mr. Strother mny 
soon feel himself prepared to return, with 
the view of following, ul homo distinguish- 
edly, a profusion the enticements of which 
have beckoned him from his kindred and 
home, to a land of strangers. 

Manners. — A due sense of propriety 
of conduct toward* all classes of the com- 

munity is obligatory on every one, al- 

though some appear hardly aware of it. 
i The manners of a man are tho mirror 
I which reflects his disposition and the feel- 

ings of his mind. Suavity of manners al- 

ways gains friends—moroseness engend- 
ers enmity. An affable address, of course, 
always pleases ; but a surly response cre- 

ates a prejudice and a dislike which years 
connot dissipate. 

r 

A 41 Home League" bee been formed et Newirk 
Now Jeiary. 

UNK WAV AS UOOD AS ANOTHER.-the 

people nil over the world are driving 
over the road of life nt a most unaccount- 
able rate. Not only ran a fellow be 
hauled along by steum at lightning speed, 
but be can gel married at tbo rate of a 

knot, a minute. Witness bow the ‘Esq.’ 
does up these bundles of felicity among 
the Hoosiers. ‘What is your name?’ 
John. ‘Well, Miss, what’s your name ?’ 
‘Polly.’ ‘John, do you love Polly?’ ‘Yes, 
sir—no tnistuke.* ‘Poll, do you love 
John ?’ ‘I do, sir.’ ‘Well that’s right ; 
now then— 

I pronounce you man wife, 
All the day* of your life.* 

The happy pair, each one giving the 
Justice a fip, walked away, arm in arm, 
as happy os love could make them, to en- 

joy ‘domestic happiness in a hovel on 

the prairie. 
Irish Letter.— An Irishman wrote 

to his son nt school the following letter: 
“Dear Son—If you nre well when this 

reaches you, we are well. By the bear- 
er, I send ynu my old brown coat; get a 

now one made out of it. Your mother 
sends you, unbeknowing to me, five 
pounds. I hope you will not spend them 
foolishly; if you do, 1 just can tell ynu 
that you are a silly goose, and I remain 
your affectionate father. 

P. S.—Your sister Sally wanted me to 
tell you to send her a shell comb, but as I 
forgot it this time, and the letter was al- 
ready sealed, I will mention it in my 
next.” 

Advice.—The Crescent City man vol- 
unteers the following advice to those most 
interest! d. Does his intended sister-in- 
law bother him occasionally ? 

“If your sister w hite tenderly engaged 
in a tender conversation with her sweet- 

heart, requests you to bring her a glass 
of wuter from thn adjoining room, you can 

start on the errand, but you need not re- 

turn. You will not be missed” 

Custom.—“Well, Mr. Grocer, how 
much do you ask for your sugar?” 

“Nine pence a pound?” 
“How much a hogshead?” 
“Well, about forty dollars.” 
“I’ll take a cent’s worth of cigars, if 

you please.” 
When is a pig like a paragraph? 
When he is penned. 
Capital Punishment.—Being kissed 

almost to death by a pretty girl. 
Some women use paint as fiddlers do 

rosin—to aid them in drawing a beau. 

Providence.—What is there in man 

so worthy of honor and reverence as this 
—that he is capable ol contemplating 
something higher than Ins own reason — 

more sublime than the whole universe ; 
that Spirit which alone is subsistent— 
from which all truth proceeds—without 
which, is do truth ’—F. E■ Jacobi. 

ne trade me united mates witn 

China is believed to ho at this time sec- 

ond only to that of Greut Britain ; and 
England, with her usual sagacity, is wag- 
ing war with this semi-barbarous people 
with the object of securing a commercial 
treaty which will ensure her advantages 
over all other nations. 

American commercial enterprize is nl. 
so seeking markets on the African coast, 
where it finds gum, ivory and other com- 

modities, which are also sought after by 
the traders of other nations, and particu- 
larly by those of England. 

Our commerce is indeed rapidly advan- 
cing to a point, which if our Government 
will persevere in the policy of not forming 
entangling alliances with any of the Na- 
tions of tho Old World, and while it com- 

mits no aggressions on the rights of others, 
submits to none upon its own, we must 

attain a point of national dignity, which 
will command the respect of all nations. 

Re-organization of tub Navy De- 
partment.— We would express a confi- 
dent hope, says the Madisonian, that the 
plan of re-organization presented by the 
faithful and gifted Secretary of the Navy, 
wiM meet with tho prompt and hearty 
concurrence of our law makers at the 
east end of tho Avenue. Experience 
has shown '.lint unity and direct account- 

ability are indispensable to tho proper 
discharge of Executive functions, and 
whilst we would not, for an instant, be sus. 

pected of attaching blame to the honora- 
ble and distinguished officers concerned, 
we would hope that such a system will 
be adupled ns shall render their valuable \ 

services, to the utmost degree, useful to j 
the country. Governments within gov- 
ernments uniformly paralyze effort, and, 
by dividing responsbility, introduce uncer- 

tainly and want of power. Let the pro. 
posed plan or something similar in gener- 
al principle, be adopted, and we venture 
to predict that the Naval Department 
will be all that the devoted friends of that 
arm of the service can desire. 

Preparations for War.—The New 
York Herald of yesterday says : “We 
understand that Mr. Colt, the celebrated 
inventor of the revolving pistol, has be* n 

engaged for some time, under the author- 
ity of the Secretary of the Navy, in ma- 

king experiments in guns, pistols, shells, 
bombs, and other instruments of war. Mr. 
Coll lias just undo a discovery of a new 

projectile bv which he cun, with a single 
steamer, defend the harbor ol New York 
against a whole fleet of British ships and 
steamers. It is said he can igrvte a des- 
tructive shell under water, at the distance 
of ten miles in a few seconds. The prin- 
ciple is founded on the electric fluid. 

We further learn thut the Navy and 
War departments are beginning to bestir 
themselves to a greut extent. At pres- 
ent tho only drawback ia the shocking in- 
action of Congreas. 
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SPEECH OF Ur. SCOTT, 
OK FAtWlKIt. 

In the House of Delrgntes of Virginia, on 

the subject of the reception of ihe Pro- 
ceeds of the Public Lands. 
Mr. Speaker—1 shall make no apology 

! for addressing the H< use. If it is impor- 
tant, at this late period of the session, to 

economize lime, it is no less so to consi- 
der well the proposition before us. The 
subject has already, it is true, been ably 
discussed on both sides; but it cannot have 

escuped observation, that whilst the argu- 
ment on the one side Inis been confined 

strictly to considerations which belong to 

the question of distribution, on the other 
side it has taken a much wider scope, and 

topics of general politics, better calcu- 

lated, if not intended, to have influence 
elsewhere, have been elaborately treated 
of. To these topics I shull address my- 
self; and before I resume my seat I do 
not despair of rxpnsing the errors and in- 
consisti ncios into which the hot zeal of 

gentlemen have betrayed tb< m, and of 

vindicating not only the policy of distii- 
butiun itself, hot the party with which I 

act, from the rude attacks which they 
have been assailed. To make my obser- 
vations intelligible, 1 will make n brief 
statement of the question which is present- 
ed for consideration. The resolution 
first offered, propose d to instruct the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to hting in a bill to 

provide for the appointment ol an Agent, 
on the part of this Commonwealth, to re- 

ceive from the proper authorities of the 
United Stalls, that portion of the proceeds 
of the sales of the Public Lands to which 
she will be entitled under the act of Con 
gress, passed at its I ite extra session, 
commonly known ns the Distribution j 
Law. To this resolution, the gentleman 
from Louisa, (Mr. Ilolladny.i moved a 

substitute, containing a series of resolu- 
tions condemning the Distribution Law, 
and the wliole policy of distribution, and 
instructing our Senates to exert all their 
energies to obtain its repeal. 

It is manif st that tlie substitute very 
much enlarges the range of debate. The 
first resolution was confined to the pro- 

priety of the KKCKi’Ttox by Virginia of, 
Ihe provision made foi In r benefit in the 
act of Congress. The substitute ext' nds 
to the propriety of the legislation of Con- 
gress, and requires us to puss in judg- 
ment upon the distribution law, and super- 
vise and control the action of our Sena- 
tors. Interesting and grave as are the 
general considerate ns w Inch p-Main to 

the propositions, then- are oilers of more 

immediate State concern, w hich cannot 
he overlooked. The substitute demands 
the repeal of the distribnte n liW, and 
aims its blow at the policy of distribution. 
It demands of us to declare on behalf nl 
the people of this Common w-rulth, not only 
that we will not accept at tl.-s lime the 
provision made for them by the law of 
Congress, but that hereafter all the rich 
proceeds of the sales of the vast domain 

I | propose to consider them. ! will depsrt 
j from the order in whirh tliev have been 
i introduced, nnd, ns it will fill in better 
with what 1 have to say, consider the 

I third objection first. 
Admitting that the public lands are the 

I Common property of all the States,” and 
the proceeds of the suits thereof to be 

; lawfully distributable amongst them, it is 

insisted that the distribution will have s 

corrupting tendency, nnd will be there- 
fore injurious. Whom will it corrupt?— 
How will it corrupt? Are they who are 

! to be corrupted, the agents who ninke the 
i salts and collect the pr< reeds ? ll that 

is the apprehension, still the evil must be 
endured, whether the money he retained 
for the use of the Federal Government, 
or paid over to the Slates. Are they to 

be corrupted who make the transfer mere. 

|y. This will scarcely bn maintained. 
Who, then, enn be intended ? Are they 

j the reptesen'atives ol die people ol tlm 
States, or the people tininselvt s ? Bring 
the objection home to ouraclvis. Who 
will stand upon ill s floor and proclaim 
that the reception of this fund into the 

public Treasury will corrupt the I-egis- 
lature ? A re the chosen representatives 
of the good people of Virginia deemed 
thus lightly ol ? How cun it corrupt ?— 
It is not the reception that "ill have this 
effect. It is the administration of it ?— 
And why will not the adm lustration of a 

fund derived from any other source be 
itu-nded with the same evil ? It is a pub- 
lic fund, to be paid into the public Trea- 

sury, nod to be devoted to public uses.— 

Arc they, the people tlu mselves, who are 

to be corrupted ? Cun the appropriation 
of 6500,000, by net of legislation, have 
such effect? Appropriate it to works of 
Internal Improvements, and will it cor- 

rupt ? Clear the obstructions out of tha 

mighty James River, and extend its con- 

nexion with the great Kanawha, and ask 
the people who inhabit the vust region 
washed by those waters, whose rich soils 
lie uncultivated, whose wooded hills are 

still trac'.ed by the fierce tenants of the 
fori sts, and let them answer ? Construct 
the Southwestern Turnpike, stretching 
from the borders of Tenness-e along that 
almost trackless waste, embracing our 

Southwestern counties,—develops the vast 
resources of that region,—furnish av«. 

nues to market,—and ask the question of 
the people who dwell there 1 

Appropriate it to th>- purposi s of F.du* 
ration, and will u corrupt ? Endow your 
Collegi s, multiply your schools, dispel that 
moral and mental darkm ss from our laud 
which ignorance entails, and ask the res- 

cued. Appropriate it towards the pay. 
merit of the public debt,— to lighten the 
burden of taxation—and usk the people 
whether it will corrupt? Away, then, 
with the objection ; it is not less insulting 
to the character of the peuplo than it is to 
their understanding. 
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money will lead in extravagance, t<> rash 
schemes of Internal Improvement. 1 bag 
gentlemen to allay th« ii feara by their 
wounds, who nmke this objection ; the 
cause of Internal Improvement in Virginia 
lies dead ; and if aught occurs to move 
their apprehensions, it is the unreal crea- 

tion of their own fancies—or, if disturbed 
at its unholy murder, the spirit of the 

mighty dead wanders upon the earth’s sur- 

face, still let gentlemen assure themselves 
it is on unreal thing,— a shadow form—-a 
ghost, which, like llainh t’s, is an honest 
ghost. Ilut if, perchance, there should 
be discovered, in this measure of distribu- 
tion, a nostrum which will restore the 
dead to life, and re-nnimnte the lifeless 
corpse, shall we lor that reason reject it T 
Will the improvement of our means of in- 
ternal intercourse corrupt us? Will the 

development of our vast, hidden and un- 

explored resources impoverish us? Ask 
the people of the West — nsk the repre- 
sentatives of tho West — ask yourselves ? 

Hut, it is said, extravagance will ensue 

when those expend who do m>t contribute 
what is spent. I grant if we could draw 
supplies from sources not utfecting our- 

selves— if others bad to provide what wo 

might choose to expend, the temptation to 

extravagance might be irresistible. Hut 
why is it that we are restrained at present? 
Because, we are told, thut we have out of 
our own moans to provide wlmtever we 

expend. If we indulge extravagantly, our 

own pockets pay the costs; additional 
taxes follow as the consequence. But 
how is it in respect to the proceeds of the 
soles of the public lands? II they are 

withdrawn from the Federal Government, 
is not its yearly income lessened to that 
extent ? And is not the necessity thereby 
created for additional taxation ? And do 
not the people of the States bear the bur- 
then ? What becomes of the objection 
against distribution so loudly made both 
by the gentleman from Louisa, and tho 

gentleman from Accomae, (Mr. Baylv,) 
founded on the supposed buithensome op. 
erstion of the Tariff? When it was ne. 

nr wiry to make the tariff odious, no form 
of taxation was so oppressive ; direct tax- 

es, excises, nnd all the resorts of crown- 

ed liends nnd despotic governments were 

cheap nnd mild in comparison with the 
system of dutu a upon imports, but wheu 
it served a turn to make distribution un- 

popular, it is all nt once a form of taxation 
so mild in its operation that the tax is 
drawn from the people without their 
knowledge of it. 1 pray that gentlemen 
will be consistent, nnd if the system ot 

revenurs derivrd from imports be obnox- 
ious to the objections urged against it, let 
the cause of distribution have the benefit 
of it. 

But the Treasury of the United State* 
is empty, and it is said to b« an absurd fi. 

nancial measure on that account. It the 

Federal Tteanury ia empty, those or the 

States arc not full ; both need replenish- 
ing ; and since rhe means of replenish- 
ment are to b« drawn iB either css* from 

of the public hinds, tho ‘‘common proper- 
ty of nil the States,” ahull bo expend d in 
defraying the current expenses of the 
Federal Government. It demands of us 

to r< jeet Virgnia’s rights and cl 'SQ her 
iron vuults against the rn h stream about 
to pour into them—und this, too, at u time 
when those vaults are empty ; when the 
revenue is deficient an l heavy taxrs are 

to he imposed ; when universal embar- 
rassments oppress the people ; when the 
Bunks, struggling amid difficulties, are 

about to be required to resume specie pay- 
ments, and curtail their already contract- 
id issues, thus enforcing collections in the 

very act of diminishing the means of mak- 
ing payments; when the I md voice of 
distress is heard from every point, nr.d, 
growing out of the general distress, a 

stay law lies upon our table reported for 

adoption. At a time like this, under cir- 
cumstances, such as I have drsenhed, ur- 

gent and controlling must the reasons he 

that will justify concurrence in tho sub- 
stitute. 

The amount of money receivable by 
Virginia under the law of Congress, is 
variously estimated fiom one to five hun- 
dred thousand dollars yearly. But what- 
ever may be her immediate receipts, it 
cannot he doubted th.it in lino s of ordin- 
ary prosperity, consistently with n just re- 

gard for the common interests, the sales 
of the public lands may be so stimulated 
us to increuse her proportion to a ycnrly 
sum not short of the largest estim-it,e.— 
Had the distribution policy obtained at 

first; that is, hod Mr. Clay’s first Land 
Bill been adopted, according lo actual re- 

ceipts, our share would have exceeded 
the sum of 95,000,000. The public debt 
of Vnginia is 86,991,307 54, upon which 
she pays un interest of $ 109,068 95, and 
her current expenses are 9708,000. To 
meet these expenses we have the dividends 
upon the public slocks, &c., $3-25,841 
00, leaving the large balance of$89l,22-4 
to he supplied by yearly taxation. 

This statement may serve to give some 

idea of what the measure may yet pro- 
duce, nnl enable us to some extent lo es- 

timate ns benefits. But notwithstanding 
the resources with which it will sup 
ply us ; notwithstanding the relief it wi l 

utTbrd against oppressive taxation ; not 

withstanding the difficulties and nnbar- 

lassini nts of the times, we are called upon 
lo reject it : 1st. Because Congress has 

no authority to make the distribution ; 

2d. Because the revenue of the Federal 

Government is deficient ; and 3rd. Be- 

cause the reception of the money by the 

States Will lend to extravagance und cor- 

ruption. It will be observed that each 
one uf these objections is separate and in 

dependent of the others ; each rests upon 
its own peculiar foundation, and if true, 
each in itsell opposes against the law, 
up I the policy which it pursues an un- 

surmountable impediment. Separate and 

apart, therefore, from each other, weigh- 
each according to its own intrinsic merits, 


